eg                        CHRONOLOGY  OF  FAILURE
Dunkerque, where the evacuation of the trapped British and
French armies is to take place, and also to give the French
time 'to carry out flooding operations at Gravelines, between
Calais and Dunkerque. On the eastern side of the German
ring the capture is reported of Ghent and Courtrai. The Ger-
mans say their next objective will be to cut the trapped forces
into small detachments and to dispose of them piecemeal.
The Belgian forces are being subjected to a particularly heavy
attack. They are thrown into confusion, with most serious
military and political results.
The French assert that they are making frequent counter-
attacks in the Somme region, but do not claim that they have
been able to retake the lost bridgeheads on the south bank.
About operations further south the French communique is
fairly optimistic. It says that "Between the Aisne and the
Meuse activity continues as fierce as ever. However, since
yesterday we dominate the enemy." Subsequent events will
not substantiate the latter claim, though it seems to be true
that on this date in this southern part of the active front only
small German advances are registered.
The French War Ministry issues a communiqu^ headed
''Penalties," announcing the dismissal from their commands
of fifteen French generals, including army and corps com-
manders, several divisional commanders and other high offi-
cers. Their commands have already been taken over by new
men appointed by General Weygand. Simultaneously, Min-
ister of the Interior Mandel dismisses eight senior police officials
in the Departement du Nord.